Introduction
The greenhouse cultivation system was started in France 5 yr ago. The aim of this system was to supply the market with peaches earlier than the southern European countries do already. Although the current system (modified 'Bellini system') has had favorable economic results, the environmental conditions were determined empirically and are probably not optimal. The feasibility of heating the greenhouse earlier or increasing the temperature is often questioned but, unfortunately, there is a lack of basic knowledge about tree physiology, especially in experiments such as this one which involves the severe cutting back of the trees in summer. Arias and Crabbe (1975) studying cherry trees, Barnola and co-workers (1976) studying hazelnut trees and Dreyer and Mauget (1986) 
Materials and Methods
Experiments were carried out with 3 yr old nectarine trees (cv Armking grafted onto peach rootstock 'GF 30!3') which had been 'classically' trained in containers for greenhouse production (Rageau and Ridray, 1989 
